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Bow. WIr L 18 Eſq; LID. was. gig Sepr. i 14. 
L 1682, at St. Mary, Blandford, Co. Dorſet. — He 
was Grandſon of Dr. Thomas Willis, the moſt celebrated 
Phyſician of his Time, and the eldeſt Son of: Thomas Willis, 
Eſq; of Blezchley, in the County of Bucks. His Mother 
was Alice, Daughter of Robert Browne, Eſq; of Frampton, 
in Dor/etſhire. — Mr. Willis was three or four Years under 
the Care of Mr. Abraham Freeſtone, at Bechampton School; 
after that he was ſent. to Weſtminſter School. The neigh- 
bouring Abbey drew his Admiration, here he loved to 
walk and contemplate ; The Solemnity of the Building; 
the antique Appearance, the Monuments filled his whole . 
Mind, he delighted himſelf in reading old Inſcriptions 
here he firſt imbibed the Love of Antiquities, and the Im- 
preſſion grew indelible. His Fathets Death, which was 
followed in leſs than three Months by the Death of his Mos 
ther, gave him inexpreſſible Affliction, and brought on the 
Falling Sickneſs, and that, for many Years, to ſh a De- 
gree as would have entirely diſqualiſied any other Perſon 
from any Studies at all. This ſhews the. Excelleney of his 
Parts, and his -wonderfpl. Induſtry, 5 that under ſuch Diſ- 
advantages he ſhould apply. higa(elf ſe#cloſely as he did to, 8 
the, moſt laborious Reſearches. At the Age of Seventeen 
he was amitted a Gentleman Cupelioner of Chriſt Church © 
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College, Oxon, under the Tuition of the famous Geographer 
Edward Wells, D. D. He continued there Four Years, 
during which Time he became intimately acquainted with 
Mr. William Adams, a Student of that College a Man of 
uncommon Parts and Learning, in whoſe Converſation! 
therefore he could not fail to improve; and who, more- 
over, in the early Part of Life, made it his Buſineſs to in- 


troduce him into the moſt polite Company in the Univer- 
ſity: And for ſo valuable a Friend he ever after retained 


the greateſt Regard and Eſteem. Here, likewiſe, he firſt 


contracted a firm Friendſhip with the learned Dr. Richard 
Frewin, that great Ornament of the Univerſity and his own 
Profeſſion ; which Friendſhip ſubſiſted uninterruptedly du- 
ring the great Number of Years to which they both at- 


bo tained : Dr. Frewis being always pleaſed, with the Reputa- 
tion his Friend afterwards | arrived at, in his Reſearches as 


an Antiquary, and Mr. Willis, alternately obliged, by Dr. 
Frewin's Readineſs to aſſiſt him in any Caſes relating to 
his Health. When Mr. Willis left Oxford, he lived for 
three Years with the famous M illiam Wotton, B. D. Rector 


of Middleton Keynes, à Man of "univerſal Learning. In 


1702 ke reviyed Feuny y-Stratford Market. In 1705 he 


was choſen Member A Parliacnent fbr the Town of Buck- 


ingbam, in the room of Sit Richurd Temple, Bart. who 


had made his Election for the County of | Bucks, and du- 


ft Time he was in Parliamient, Was a conſtant 


Attendant, and generally upon Oemenittees. In 170 
be mariſed Carborine, Daughter of Datel Elios, Eſq; of 
a very ancient Far 
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Years 1704 and 170) he contributed very largely, even 
800 J. towards the repairing and beautifying Blerchley 
Church, of which he was Patron, and to which Church 
he gave a Set of exceeding handſome Communion Plate. 
n 1717 the Society of 1 being revived, 
Mr. Willis became a Member of it. Aug. 23, 1720, 
the Degree of M. A. was conferred on him, by Diploma, 
by the Univerſity of Oxford. At his Solicitation, a Sub- 
ſcription was raiſed for building the beautiful Chapel of St. 
Martius at Fenny-Straiford, which was begun in 1724, 
and conſecrated by Dr. Richard Reynolds, Lord Biſhop of 
Lincoln, May 27, 1730. The Cieling of it is decorated 
with the Arms of albthe Benefactors Who gave 101. or up- 
wards. —— May, 19, 1746, a dreadful Fire having de- 
ſtroyed above 50 Houſes at Szony-Srratford, Mr. Willis 
beſides the Money he collected among his Friends for the 
Benefit of the unhappy Sufferers, repaired, at his own Ex- 
pence, the Tower of St. Mary Magdalene s Church there, 
in Hopes that others might have contributed towards re- 
building We of that Church which was then burnt down. He 
afterwards gave a Lottery Ticket for 12 5 Pente of that 
. e came up a Prize. on 
| Pak pw 0 1. ih 


Catherine; 5 Child af Daniel Elliot, of Port Allie, in the County of cnt, 
Eſq; Wife of Brewne Willis, Eſq; Lord of theſe Manors; 8 whom ſhe had 
Iſſue ten Children; of which four Sons, and four Daughters ff urvive her, viz. 
Thomas, Jobu, "Henry, Elliot, Gertrude, Catherine, Mary, Alice. Both ſhe and 
her Huſband, were deſcended from the antient Lords of this and the adjoining | 
Pariſh of Mbaddon, when departing this Life at }phaddon-Hall, Oct. 2, 1724, 
in the 38th Year of her Age, ſhe was, according to her Deſire, here interred. - 
Here alſo lyeth' the Body of Anne, the Wife of Thaw RIG hs who 


died Led 21, 1739» aged 22 Years and 5 Days. 
: "ELLIOTWILETS, A. M. 
Coll. Trinitatis Oxon. Scholaris, 
x A hujus Ecclefie, B. M. V. r 
JJ. Obi July 24, 1752, 
8 | Anno Atatis ſue 33. 
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Ia 1741 he preſented the Univerſity of Oxford with 


2 1 fine Cabinet of Engliſb Coins, at that Time looked 


n as the moſt complete Collection in England, and 


. which he had been upwards of Forty Years in collecting: 


But the Univesſity thinking it too much for him, who had 


then a large Family, to give the Gold ones, purchaſed 
them for 150 Guineas, which were paid to Mr. Willis for 


167 Engliſh Gold Coins, at the Rate of Four Guineas per 
Ounce weight, and even in this Way, the Gold Coins were 

a conſiderable Benefaction. This Cabinet Mr. Willis an- 
nually viſited upon the 19th of Ocober, being St. Fride ef 
wide's Day, and never failed making ſome Addition to it. 


He alſo gave (as I have been informed) ſome MSS. to the 


Bodleian Library, together with a Picture of his Grand-. 
father, Dr. Thomas Willis. — April IO, 1749, the Univer- 


ſity of Oxford created Mr. Willis L. L. D. by Diploma. — 


In 1752 he laid out 200 J. towards the Repairs of the fine 
Tower at Buckingham Church; and was, upon every Oc- 
caſion a great Friend to that Town, which he had once 
repreſented in Parliament. 


In 1756, Bow Brickhill Chana which had 3 diſ- 


uſed near 1 50 Years, was reſtored and repaired through 


his Generoſity. In 1757 he erected, in Chri/ Church, 
Oxford, an handſome Monument for Dr. Iles, Canon of that 
Cathedral, to whom his Grand-father was an Exhibitioner ; 


and in 1759 he prevailed upon Univerſity College to 3; 


the ſame il Bechampron Church for their great ONS 
Sir Simon Benet, Bart. above 100 Years after his Death: 
Dr. Willis, alſo, at his own Expence, placed a ſquare 
Marble Stone over him, on Account of his Benefactions at 
Bechampton, Buckingham, Stony-Strat ford, Rc. 5 

After a uſeful and well ſpent Life, this good and worthy 5 
Perſon left the World Fes. $2 2 A He dyed at M had- 


don- 


[3] 


dow-Hall, with great Faſe, and without the un Agonies © 
of Death, and was buried in a decent Manner, on Monday, 6 
Feb. 11, 1760, in Fenny- Stratford Chapel. He left parti- 
cular Directions as to his Funeral, and deſired, that no 
Perſons might be invited to it, except the Mayor and Al- 


dermen of Buckingham, to e of whom he left his firſt 


Volume of MWotitia Parl. and a ſmall Legacy befide. Mr. 
Cole, Rector of Bletchley, Mr. Francis, the Miniſter of 
A Fenny- Stratford, and Mr. John Gibberd, Curate of Whad- 

don, attended in a Mourning Coach, nd 60 of his 
Neighbours and Tenants on Horſeback. The laſt Offices 
were, by particular Deſire, performed by Mr. Gibberd. 
The following Inſcription (drawn up by Dr. Willis) on a 
white marble Stone, enchaſed with Black, is directed to ooh 

pun over him. 
N its frtus eſt 
Browne Willis, Antiquarius, 
Cujus avi ol", æternæ memoriæ, 
Thome Willis, archiatri totius Europe celeberrimi 
Defuncti die Sancti Martini, A. D. 75, 
Pol: capelia exiguum monumentum eſt. 
Obiit 5 Die Feb. A. D. 11605 
,, FS: gs 
0 Chriſte, ſoter et judex, 
Huic peccatorum primo, 
 Miſericors et propitius efto. 
Dr. Willis gave to his eldeſt Grandſon, and Heir, erben 
he appointed his ſole Executor,) all his Books, Pictures, 
Ec. except Rymer's Fzdera, in 17 Folio Volumes, which 
he bequeathed to Trinity College, Oxford, and the Choice 
of one Book to the Rev. Mr. Francis Miſe; and ordered 
his Manuſcripts to be ſent mn a n af: a Year to the | 
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As to his Character, this learned Society, of which he 
was one of the firſt Reims, and one of the moſt induſtri- 
ous Members, can bear me Witneſs, that he was inde- 
fatigable in his rho For his Works were of the 
molt laborious Kind. But what enabled him beſides his 
unwearied Diligence, to bring them to Perfection, was, 


his being bleſſed with a moſt excellent Memory. He had 


laid fo good a Foundation of Learning, that tho' he had 
chiefly converſed with Records, and other Matters of An- 
tiquity, which are not apt to form a polite Style; yet he 
expreſſed himſelf, in all his Compoſitions, in an eaſy and 
genteel Manner. He was, indeed, one of the firſt who 
placed our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and Antiquities upon a firm 
Baſis, by grounding them upon Records and Regiſters ; 
which, in the main, are unexceptionable Page ag Dur- 
ing Mb Contle of his long Life he had viſited every Cathe- 
dral in England and Wales, except Carliſle : Which Jour- 
nies he uſed to call his Pilgrimages. In his Friendſhips, . 
none more ſincere and hearty: Always communicative, and 
ever ready to aſſiſt every ſtudious and inquiſitive Perſon. 
This occaſioned an Acquaintance and Connexian between 


him and all his learned Contemporaries. For his Mother, 


the Univerſity of Oxford, he always expreſſed the moſt 


j awful Reſpect and the warmeſt Eſteem. 


As to his Piety and moral Qualifications: He was ſtrictly 
religious, without any Mixture of Superſtition or Enthuſi- 
aſm, and quite Exemplary in this Reſpect. And of this, 
his many public Works in building, repairing, and beauti- 
fying of Churches, are ſo many ſtanding Evidences. He 
was charitable to the Poor and Needy; juſt and upright to- 
wards all Men. With Regard to himſelf, he was remark- 
ably ſober and temperate; and often an that he denied 
himſelf many Things, that he might employ them better. 

And, indeed, he appeared to have had no greater Value for 
Money, | 


T1. 


Money, than as it furniſhed him with opportunities of do- 
ing Good. In a Word, no one ever deſerved better of the 


Society of Antiquaries; if Induſtry and an inceſſant Appli- 
cation, throughout a long Life, to the inveſtigating the 


Antiquities of this national Church and State is en 


of their Countenance. 


I ſhall conclude a the following Lift of Dr. Willis 5 


Works, ſet down according to the order of Time in which 
they were publiſhed, 


In1712, Mr. Willis publiſhed Queries for the Hiſtory and 


- Survey of the County of Buckingham, in one Sheet in Folio. 


In 1715, When Mr. Cale publiſhed his Hiſtory and An- 


tiquities of Wincheſter Cathedral, Mr. Willis ſupplied him 


with the Hiſtory of Hyde Abbey, and Lifts of the Abbots of | 


- Newminſter and of . therein publiſhec. 

In 1715, and 1716. He oubliſhed his Motiua Parlia- 
mentaria, or an Hiſtory of the Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs in England and Wales, 2 Vols. 8vo. to which he 
added a Third in 1750. The firſt Volume was reprinted 
in 1730, with Additions. 


1717. In the Antiquities of the Cathedral Church of 
Worceſter, written by Thomas Abingdon, Eſq; (and publiſh- 
ed 8vo. London, 1717,) at Page 11 6 is A Liſt of tA Priors 


of ag orceſter, by Browne Wilks, Eſq; 
| 17. A Survey of the Cathec ral Church of St. David s, 
5 the Edifices belonging toy it, As r Rood in the Year 
"3915. vo. G 
1718 and 1719. An Hiſtory,of the Mitred parliamentary: 
Abbies and conventual Cathedral Churches, 2 Vols. 8vo: 
1719. A Survey of the Cathedral Church of Landaſf. 
8 vo. Cuts. 


1720. A Survey of the Carhedial Church of St. Aſapb, 


and oy N belonging to it. -Bvo, Curt. 
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1721. A Survey of the Cathedral n of ber, _ 
8vo.- Gut +  * | 
17275 1730, 1733. Survey of the C Cathedrals of So 
gland, with Parochiale Anglicanum, illuſtrated with 
. of the Cathedrals. 3 Vols. 4to. _ 
1743. At the End of Biſhop Tanner s Wetitia Monaftics 
in Folio, 1744, are a Series of Principals of religious Houſes, 
ſent by Mr. Willis to Mr. John Tanner, Editor of a 
Work. 
1750. Ad 488 to * Patrons of cecleſiaſtical Livings 
without Name or Date, in one Sheet to. 


1754. He publiſhed a new Edition of Ectons Theſaurus 
Rerum Ecclefafticarum. 4to. * 


1755. His laſt Publication was * Hiſtory and Antiqui- 


ties of the Town, e e _ r a er . 
London, *. | 


I TY Read * the Society of Antiquaries of "Re 

bi. * EE | £29 22, and June 12. 1700s. 
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